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Revivalism was one of the main causes of division in 

nineteenth century British Methodism, but the role of 

revivalist theology in these splits has received scant 

scholarly attention. In this book, James E. Pedlar 

demonstrates how the revivalist variant of Methodist 

spirituality and theology empowered its adherents and 

helped foster new movements, even as it undermined the 

Spirit’s work through the structures of the church. Pedlar 

shows that these theological differences must be 

considered, alongside social and political factors, in any 

well-rounded assessment of the division and eventual 

reunification of British Methodism.
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